
4/12 EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
Prelude         Dorothy Mora, Flute 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Candle Lighting 
 
Call to Worship   
 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today. 
 

We lift our voice in joyful praise! 

 
Opening Hymn   This Easter Celebration  Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
                to the tune of The Church’s One Foundation 
 
This Easter celebration is not like ones we’ve known. 
We pray in isolation; we sing the hymns alone. 
We’re distant from our neighbors—from worship leaders, too. 
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 
 
No gathered choirs are singing, no banners lead the way. 
O God of love and promise, where’s joy this Easter Day? 
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 
we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace. 
 
Our joy won’t come from worship that’s in a crowded room 
but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see— 
who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 
 
In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell. 
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day! 
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away. 
 
We thank you that on Easter your church is blessed to be 
a scattered, faithful body that’s doing ministry. 
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too, 
we live the Easter message by gladly serving you.  
  

Time for Silent Reflection  



 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Please use the form of the Lord’s Prayer most meaningful to you. Here is our version: 
 
Mother, Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sung Response       
 
Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord: 
Incline thy ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen. 
 
Greeting/Sharing the Peace  Peace Be with You   Rev. Kacey Hahn 
 
Children’s Time   Alleluia! 
 
Anthem     Christ the Lord is Risen Today     Ben Aberger, Trumpet 
         Helen Aberger, Soprano 
 
Scripture Reading   Isaiah 48:1-7   Michael Hargreaves 
     Mark 16:1-8 
 
Sermon    Before Today    Pastor Ellen   
  
Joys and Concerns 
 
Offertory 
         
Offertory Response    Doxology (Old Hundredth) 
This is our version of the Doxology. Please sing the words most meaningful to you. 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God for all that love has done, 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 



Prayer of Dedication 
 
Closing Hymn    Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!   Brian Wren 
 
Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days. 
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed. 
In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 
 
Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. 
Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend; 
Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end. 
 
Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!” 
God the first and last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone! 
 
Commission 
 
Sung Benediction       Chalice, 434 
 
God be with you til we meet again; 
Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
With a shepherd’s care enfold you; 
God be with you til we meet again 


